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▪ Basic punctuation rules. It’s ideal to integrate these into copy work and dictation instead of using worksheets. 
▪ Basic structure of sentences. By this I mean simple and compound nouns, verbs, and sentences and the subject-verb-

object pattern. 
▪ Idea of paragraph unity. Students at this level should be able to identify or create a topic sentence supported by the 

rest of the sentences in a paragraph. 
 

That’s it! Don’t stress about different forms of writing, writing journals, story writing, book reports, or research papers.  Use any of 
these forms, but whatever writing you do should be aimed first at mastering these simple goals. 
 
Junior high and high school classes, whether at home or outside, will take those basic skills to the next level–if they’re there! If those 
basic skills are not there, your student will be struggling to learn them WHILE learning the more demanding forms of reading and 
writing. Like all basic skills, these basic language skills are not difficult, but they require consistency and completion: a little bit often! 
 
3) Math  
In math, focus on three things: 
▪ Math Facts 

▪ Addition, subtraction, multiplication, division.  You should look for speed and accuracy on all of these. 
▪ Skip counting, which helps with fractions and counting money. 

▪ Fractions 
▪ Addition, subtraction, multiplication, division. 

▪ Decimals 
▪ Addition, subtraction, multiplication, division. 

 
What about History and Science? 
These topics are more “sexy” than basic skills and more fun for mom and students, but if you let these topics crowd out those basic 
skills, students will flounder even in these subjects as they leave elementary school. 
▪ Mastering math facts and good study habits is much better preparation for high school science classes than a full schedule of 

science classes and activities in the elementary years (as great as those may be). 
▪ Mastering reading comprehension and good study habits is much better preparation for high school literature and history than 

elementary textbooks or clubs (as great as those may be). 
▪ Mastering parts of speech, punctuation, sentences, and paragraph unity is far better preparation for high school writing than a 

whole boxful of “writing journals” or writing “historical fiction” stories. 
 

Use these subjects in elementary school as a means to practice basic skills in language (especially reading comprehension using oral and 
written narration) and math while introducing students to good literature and a broad range of history and science topics.  The goal in 
the early years is not mastery of a body of knowledge in history and science. The goal is mastery of basic skills, habits of learning, and a 
growing curiosity about the world we live in. 
 
A few notes: 
▪ This is not to say that these skills are ALL your students should learn in elementary school, but they certainly must master AT 

LEAST these basic skills in order to move forward successfully in middle school and high school. 
▪ Consider some form of evaluation in late elementary school (probably 6th but maybe 7th grade) to determine if your student 

has indeed achieved sequential mastery in these areas. If not, you need to put everything else on the back burner until they 
do. If your student is not reading fluently and with comprehension at grade level, this is your top priority. If your student has 
not mastered all math facts (+, -, x, /), this is your top priority. 
 

You can do this! It’s not expensive and it’s not complicated. You don’t need a degree in education, expensive supplies, outside classes, 
or tons of activities. You do need to be able to focus your attention on your student in a daily routine of a little bit often with these 
specific goals in mind. Anything you have time to do beyond these basics is icing on the cake, but make sure there is a cake to ice! 
  


